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This month of harvest is something of a harvest time for CAG.
The Summer Exhibition has recently concluded, and we are truly
reaping the benefits of a very successful one from the sales aspect to
pure enjoyment! o3
Our thanks to all who
participated.

We received many
positive comments on
the ‘friendly buzz’, the
‘fantastic cakes’, the
‘divine music’, and the
‘impressive artworks
and cards’.

So many of you took
advantage of our
photographing your work for the eShop that we have a backlog! In an
unanticipated glitch, we’ve had to use an app to remove light
reflections in photos of the glazed pieces. Quite a task. Reminds me to
always take photos of my work before framing under glass. However,
the eShop will soon be filled and we shall undertake the next phase:
marketing. We have updated the events for 2026. Do have a look
We think you will be pleased!

-Suzanne Marie Clinton, Editor

[
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EVENTS!

Demonstrations held in United Reformed Church Hall, Caterham, 7:30pm-9:30pm
on a Wednesday. Members free/Visitors £5 Homemade cake + coffee/tea £2
Workshops are held in St. Mary the Virgin Church Hall, Caterham, 10am-4pm on a
Saturday. Members £40/Guests £45. Coffee/tea provided.

2025

24t SEPTEMBER DEMO JOE DOWDEN: watercolour — Light, sun
22nd OCTOBER DEMO IAN McMANUS watercolour, Cityscape
25th OCTOBER WORKSHOP TAN McMANUS: watercolour

26™ NOVEMBER DEMO REBECCA BUSH: acrylic, Fantasy

17th DECEMBER CAG CHRISTMAS PARTY at United Reformed Church

2026

28th JANUARY DEMO IAN POPE: acrylic, abstract realism and texture

25th FEBRUARY DEMO ROGER DELLAR: pastel, people in an urban scene

25th MARCH AGM + DEMO GINNY SINGH: Kharia handmade pigments, intro
to Indian miniature art

22nd APRIL DEMO ADIE PARKER: mixed media, atmospheric scene
unfolding from a dark background

25th APRIL WORKSHOP  ADIE PARKER: oils, (as demo above) with collage

27th MAY DEMO JOIN-IN  ANGELA REICH: Chinese ink, Chinese painting of
four gentlemen

24t JUNE CAG SOCIAL PARTY & PAINT-ALONG!

27th JUNE WORKSHOP GINNY SINGH: watercolour & gouache on

canvas, garden pavilion

315tJULY — 15t and 2" AUGUST CAG SUMMER EXHIBITION!

26th AUGUST LECTURE  RONNIE IRELAND: Fantastic Reality

234 SEPTEMBER DEMO FIONA HOOPER: Oil w/palette knife, seascape

28th OCTOBER DEMO PAOLO FRANCIS: watercolour, cityscape with a
focus on perspective

315t OCTOBER WORKSHOP SUSAN MEERS: egg tempura, fruit

25TH NOVEMBER DEMO TRACEY BENGEYFIELD: graphite & charcoal

16th DECEMBER CAG CHRISTMAS PARTY at United Reformed Church

Plus! Sketching days, visits to galleries and more.

&
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CAG Artist in Profile: Peter Escreet

When did your art journey begin? Before primary school it was mainly
pencil drawings — skeletons of animals like badgers, from books borrowed from
the local library. In primary school I drew a lot, especially of Cathohc statues and
paintings, as the nuns encouraged me. (right)
Plus, whilst still at primary school my mum worked in a
pub where I helped as a ‘pot washer’. After work the
landlord would let me use large sheets of drawing paper
which his son (in Leeds
School of Art) left for me on
which I did a range of
drawings. (left)
Between ages seven and ten
I used to do the technical
drawings for my brother
i when he was training to be a
" motor mechanic (it was the only part he got top
marks in) and I managed to charge him for my efforts!
Leeds Art Gallery was a key place to meet friends and enjoy art. In the 60 S and
70’s they displayed a whole range of art (and still do). They had \
Stanley Spencer’s Christ’s Entry into Jerusalem on display
which was different to the other masterpieces and was
mesmerising for me as a youth. At University I was asked to
complete some graphics for the drama department: one example
being a working copy of a cover sheet for the play The Gas Heart |
by Tristan Tzara (allegedly a Dada mastermind). (right)
Have you taken any art classes? Nothing of any
significance or formality. In fact, I didn’t paint or draw for over
40 years but I'm trying to do some now. I find simple observation in life is key,
along with a passion for what you do...and the time to allocate to art.
What is your favourite style of art to paint and why? B8
3 s I suppose Abstract Expression—some
form of dream-like state—to create
something that doesn’t quite exist though
| unknowingly exists in the mind. You just
never know what the end-product will be!
Have you any favourite artists and why do they
| inspire you? Here are some influences and inspiring artists
- David Oxtoby, Stanley Spencer, Chagall, Paul Nash, Edward
de Kooning, Andy Goldsworthy, Alexander McQueen, Gerard
Richter, John Finn, Madge Gill, etc. The garden designer Piet
Oudolf creates some wonderful visual landscapes whilst Samuel Becket’s plays
create a dark and sombre backdrop in one’s mind. The eclectic range of work is a
useful source of inspiration.
Anything else to add? Music can be useful to help either create calmness or

energy or just the right ambience. ‘
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The Masters: Winslow Homer

One of the greatest American painters of the 19t century.

- Born in Boston in 1836,
Homer was taught by his
mother, a watercolourist. He
apprenticed as a lithographer,
later moving to New York to
work as a freelance illustrator.
In 1861 he covered the civil
war for Harper’s Weekly,
producing iconic illustrations.

(above) The Veteran in a New Field, Metropolitan Museum of Art, N.Y.
(below) Cavalry _Charge, Homer aged 25, American Civil War

% In 1866 when in
 Paris, he was

| from illustration to
& painting in
watercolour and
oils. He spent two X '
years (1881—1882) in the coastal v111age
of Cullercoats, Northumberland painting the daily heroism of men and
women there He wrote, "The women are the working bees. Stout hardy
creatures." His focus then turned to seascapes, studylng them in England
and, later in life, when living isolated on g |
his family’s estate in Proust’s Neck, |
Maine. There he created his most

dramatic seascapes.
(right) The Fog Warning, Oil on canvas, Museum of
Fine Arts, Boston

Homer never married but preferred
solitude. He was very dedicated to his
parents and brother’s family. He cared A
for his ailing father for years in Maine. Despite his dedication to art,
Homer’s work did not receive the recognition that was received by artists
like Sergeant, whose work was popular and flattering to the sitter. But by
1900 Homer’s art was selling well. His work often captured the
powerlessness of humanity against nature. Homer died in 1910 at the age of
74 in his Prout’s Neck studio. His technical skill and the emotion his
paintings engender has made him one of the greatest American painters of

the 19th century.
®
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Recent Events!
CAG Summer Exhibition Report 2025

From Amita Patel

Behind the Scenes: Organising Our Annual Art Exhibition
Pulling together our annual art exhibition is no small feat—it takes months of
detailed planning, teamwork, and dedication to ensure everything runs smoothly.
While the entire committee plays a vital role, any group member can volunteer to
take the lead. This year, I had that role. Here’s a month by—month look at what it
took to bring the exhibition to life... S
January: Exhibition dates were confirmed : D REFORMED
and the URC Hall secured—our longstanding : Ctelil
venue. Thanks to our relationship with the hall,
we were once again granted permission to set
up display boards the evening before opening at
no additional charge.

February: The display boards were booked,
though this year proved trickier than usual. A £35S
change in management at the supplier company caused delays. It wasn’t until July
that the issue was finally resolved. Transport for the boards was arranged with our
regular provider.

April: We reviewed and revised the Exhibition
Rules and Entry Forms to simplify the process for
members. At the end of April—three months before
the show—a ‘Call for Entries’ email was sent to all
members, including rules, entry forms, and
stewarding sign-up sheets. With all members now
using email, we’ve been able to cut printing and
postage costs significantly.
May: The committee discussed advertlsmg strategies and divided the tasks for
advertising at: SAA Paint Create magazine, Croydon, Coulsdon, and Tadworth Art
Societies, Glartent, U3A Art Group, Tandridge events websites, social media
(Facebook & Instagram), leaflets, posters, and banners. An email was also sent out
to recruit volunteers for setting up (31st July) and dismantling the hanging boards
(3rd Aug).

June: Permission was secured to hang a banner for
two weeks at the Stanstead Rd/Church Rd railings—
- this year at a cost of £24. A full risk assessment was
1 completed, and an appeal was sent out for cake

=1 donations to support our kitchen refreshments

N July:

1st July

- Members received a reminder email about the entry
deadline.

- URC main door key fobs were programmed for

§ exhibition hours.
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- Hanging hooks were collected from the Coulsdon Art Society.
- Printed leaflets and posters were handed out at the July demo meeting for local
distribution.
- The display layout was finalised: the foyer and main hall were designated for cards,
paintings, browsers, sculptures, Art in Action, music playing.
- Roles were assigned for managing each of the areas including the Kitchen.
- Final reminders were sent to the board hire and transport companies.
- CAG magazines and programmes were printed for visitors.
- Old exhibition banners were updated with new 2025 date
patches and installed.
- All entries collated, and spreadsheets prepared for various
categories: Hung Paintings, Sculptures, Small Paintings,
Browsers, Cards, and Voting.
- Stewarding shifts were organized and the schedule emailed
to members.
- Specific music for the exhibition was also coordinated during
this time.
3oth July
- The Visitors’ Catalogue and Artists’ Labels were finalised and printed.

- Money boxes with floats were prepared.

- The three hand-in desks were planned to evenly dlstrlbute intake on the day.
31st July — Set-up Evening
By 7pm, our team gathered for board
assembly. A last-minute panic ensued
when the transport company, due to
collect at 4:30pm, was delayed until
5:30pm—and the offices closed at 5.
After considerable persuasion, the
office reopened at 6:15, and the
boards made it just in time. Small
Painting boards were collected from
Soper Hall. i\
Thanks to the team’s efficiency, the set-up was completed in under an hour. The
kitchen team provided well-deserved beer and snacks to celebrate. The card reader
(SumUp) was tested and ready for sales.
August:
" 1st August — Hand-in & Opening
= The hand-in process was smooth with a few tweaks
s needed during hanging. The exhibition was officially
open to visitors by 2pm.
2-3 August — Showcase & Pack-up
£ The People’s Choice vote count was completed, the

- raffle was drawn, and paintings, sculptures and cards
|~ collected. The boards were disassembled and packed
| ready for collection for early next morning

Congratulations to People’s Choice 1st place winner Evi Trickey!
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Exhibition Highlights

Participation & Sales

- 39 members exhibited paintings and cards
- 26 members made sales
Items Sold

- 18 Hung Paintings

- 5 Sculptures

- 10 Small Paintings

- 13 Browser Paintings

- 123 Individual Cards

- 4 Card Packs

New Sign-ups

- 8 New Members

- 8 New Friends

Visitor Count

- Approx. 381 attendees

Post Exhibition
Following the event, the meticulous process of
tallying sales and reconciling records began. Each
sales area—including the Kitchen, Raffle,
Picture/Sculptures, and Cards—had its cash takings
carefully reconciled. Bags of coins were sorted (with
the pleasant surprise of only one foreign coin found)
and prepared for banking. There were no local banks
willing to take the large volume of coins and two post
1 offices declined as well, but we finally found a
cooperative post office.
A few days later, the credit/debit card sales statement
arrived and was cross-referenced with the Sales
Sheet This task proved tricky since card payments
, were accepted for both the Raffle and
Refreshments, requiring additional effort to
| segregate these transactions. Next, came
~ the task of paying out to members who had

s« sales. After deducting commissions and
F making any necessary adjustments, emails
j| requesting bank details for money transfers
- were sent. Some payments were also made

- ; - by cheque.

Iam exClted to report a very Javourable outcome!

Pulling off a successful exhibition is a collective effort, so a big
‘Thank You!’ to this year’s team who rose to the challenge.
Next year I am hoping to pass the exhibition leadership role to
another member. We shall, of course, all remain involved.

Again, thank you to all who participated!
It was a great year!
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Sketching Day, Squerryes Vmeyard
Report by Yvonne Allen...

We had pleasant weather (sunny but not hot) when we met up at
the vineyard on Wednesday 6th August. Our sketchers attention
was mainly focused on the oast house and surrounding buildings,
although some sketches did include the vines that were full of
grapes. Here are some artworks from the day at the vineyard.

A lovely day!
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Paint-Along
Demonstration
with Bill Hall

Weds, 27th August

Charcoal and shiny still life.
It was packed!

Bill started the evening with a short talk on the history of still
life, explaining how art in Europe was drlven by the church
producing religious pictures,
whereas in Holland art was driven by il
the merchants depicting their objects [
of wealth. He then gave everyonea =
large sheet of paper and pieces of
charcoal to ‘play with’ making as

many different marks and shadings

as possible. He wanted it to be loose
and free.

We then moved on to our

still life drawing of shiny
objects. Bill provided a
cardboard background to

o! make the object stand out.

He talked about spending time
thinking about the composition. He
showed us how to use an eraser to achieve a shiny surface and to
pay attention to where the shadows are. He advocated that we
should draw the objects as large as possible without small
details. He finally suggested using hairspray at least 6-8inches
away, in an open space, to fix the charcoal sketch.

It was amazing how everyone managed to produce very
impressive work. There were several visitors who had come
along just to watch but then joined-in and were surprised at
what they produced' Blll was very encouraging.

. A brilliant evening!
(pun intended).
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Words of Wisdom
From CAG President, John Ward

A study from University College London claims that gazing at art
activates the same reward system as chocolate, music, and kisses!
There is a biological basis to the experience of beauty, and it is
mediated by the brain’s reward system.

-Professor Semir Zeki, UCL

Don’t Miss!
Watercolour Demonstration

with Joe Dowden
Weds, 24th September

Focus is on painting light and sunshine.
Joe Dowden is from Southern England and has painted all his
life. He paints amazingly realistic scenes in watercolour and has
written ten books, written for magazines, and has presented on
video and tv teaching others...some of whom have become very ‘
~ successful artists themselves. Joe sees watercolour as a medlum
that can transport the viewer and
impart deep emotion.

We are really looking forward to
his demo!

Learn more about Joe Dowden
from his website:
www.joedowden.com

Notice Board

* CAG’s online eShop is being updated. We have so many submissions to
deal with and limited people who can do it. But we are on it! For any queries,
please email secretary@caterhamartgroup.org.uk.

“* Discounts are offered to CAG members. See the list on the CAG

website on the OUR SPONSORS page. All members should have the
Sponsors Code List. Please email us if you do not

* SHARING GALLERY. We need your art! Please do not hesitate
to share your wonderful creations by sending photos with
title and medium to gallery@caterhamartgroup.org.uk

g
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Art About Town

UNTITLED ART FAIR

Chelsea Town Hall, London
With as many as 170 exhibitors selling
direct and commission free, we welcome
you back from 5th — 7th September
2025 at the Chelsea Old Town Hall,
Kings Road.

NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY, LONDON
Jenny Saville: The Anatomy of Painting

Ends 7th September 2025!

It is the largest major museum exhibition in the UK

dedicated to one of the world’s foremost
contemporary painters.

www.npg.org.uk

BILL HALL LIFE DRAWING
Caterham School
Evening Classes

November 2025
If you enjoyed Bill’s very popular CAG demo,
why not try out his life drawing class.

DIWALI Festival of Lights
Coulsdon Community Centre

11TH October 1-5pm £2-2.50

An afternoon of food, entertainment, art, music and
dance! Book online or buy tickets at the door.

Bring the whole family!

www.caterhamartgroup.org.uk

ife Drawing

November 2025 Caterham School Art Studios
4 Evening Sessions B

Professional Male & Female Models

Dates: 6/ 13"/ 20"/ 28" November 2025

Course Fee: £90  (Places Limited - Advance Booking Only)

Caterham School Harestone Valley Rd, Caterham CR3 6YA
Thursday Evenings 6.00 - 8.00pm

Al & A2 drawing boards & studio easels are provided; Al paper will be available to purchase if required

Onssite car parking, or 15 min. walk from Caterham Station Tea/Coffee (& biscuits!) provided at break free of charge

More details: email Bill Hall: billhallart@btinternet.com, or phone: 07930 828408

I'he Fastival
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Know Your Committee

President - John Ward
John has been involved in a leadership role with CAG for many years. In
March 2018 John was voted President of CAG.

Chairman Pro Tempore - Amita Patel
Amita is acting chairman.

Secretary and Treasurer - Amita Patel
Amita manages communications, events, AGM, and funds.

Membership Secretary - Sarah Saysell
Sarah handles membership including fee collection and support.

Publicity Team - Suzanne Clinton, Nicole Morrigan
Publicity covers social media, website activities, and marketing.
Suzanne is also editor/writer of the CAG newsletter.

Hall Bookings - Agnes Maxwell
Agnes handles bookings for meetings, workshops, and exhibitions

Programme Team - Wendy Ward, Ginny Singh, John Ward
The Programme Team plans, books, and manages artists for demos and
workshops. Wendy Ward is Progamme Secretary.

TO BECOME A MEMBER...
Please email membership @caterhamartgroup.org.uk

For any enquiries please contact Amita on 07818 815961
or email her at: secretarv@caterhamartgroup.org.uk
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Caterham Art Group £40 Annual Membership

Advantages
| Benetit Members Friends |
Monthly Newsletter CAG news + art YES YES
features
Master Class Demonstrations Learn from FREE £5 entry fee
(Monthly Demos) successful
artists
Guided Workshops Take your skills £40 fee £45 fee
(3 Saturday workshops/year) to a higher
level!
CAG Summer Exhibition Exhibit and sell YES e
your art!
CAG Art eSHOP* Sell your art YES = e
online!
Profile on CAG Website Artist profile 607 J—
advertising your
art (optional)
Group Sketching Events Plein Air and YES =~ -
Pub Sketching
groups
Discounts! Participating YES = e
local art classes
and shops
Cultural Days Out Galleries, 1’6 X ——

museums etc.

In short...

CAG’S £40 Membership offers you savings on demos and workshops.
PLUS Members can sell their art in the eShop and Exhibitions.

PLUS discounts

PLUS other art activities and social events!

Art is good for the soul and healthy for the mind
and body. Enjoy the holistic pleasures of art!




